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Chariton Herald-Patriot, Thursday, January 18, 2007 Page Seven 
One .year · to 100, Shanks 
reflects on her long life 
By Bill Bowes 
Associate Editor 
Ninety-nine year old -Chariton 
. resident, Verle Shanks, is ready to 
do some story telling. You'll learn 
about how she was thrown from 
a moving sleigh when she was 
three along with ~er account of the 
former Lucas· County mining town 
of Olmitz. From hearing about the 
unexpected death of one of her 
sons when he was a teenager to 
her travels throughout Europe, 
you'll see this woman has a remark-
able story to tell. 
Shanks is a resident at Chariton 
Nursing ~d Rehab Center where 
she's lived since November. She 
.celebrated. her 99th birthday oh 
. Dec. 6, 2006 In talking with her 
and listening to her vivid recol-
lections, one could say she's 99 
years young. 
As those who know her will 
attest, Shanks is .a real people per-
son who gets along well with oth-
ers. "She enjoys people. She's 
delighted with her roommate at 
CNRC and has always had won-
detful neighbors.-Before sh~ came 
to CNRC she lived at Southgate 
Apartments for seven years and 
loved every minute of it," said her 
daughter, Carol Luke, Ankeny. 
Shanks has suffered from arthri-
tis for many· years. However, aside 
from arthritis, she's is good health. 
She is razor sharp mentally, has 
an excellent memory and is adept 
at telling about her p~t experi-
ences. Despite being in a wheel-
chair, Shanks is able to get around 
and enjoy · activities offered at the 
· , nursing home. She also enjoys read-
ing and loves to read the Chari-
ton Newspaper. 
In her 80s and 90s, Shanks did 
a lot of sewing and quilting and 
she drove until she was 92. Shanks 
receives good support from . her 
family. Her daughter Carol, 70, vis-
its her every week and her son, 
Norris, 62, · Bettendorf, gets over 
to visit her when he can .. Shanks 
had another son, Gary, who 
Pictured is 99-year-old Charlton Nursing and Rehab 
Center resident, Verle Shanks. Shanks turned 99 back 
on Dec. 6 and has led · a full and detailed life. (Bill 
Howes photo) 
drowned in a farm ponq near Derby 
when he was 16, in 1951. 
Shanks has five living grand-
children and two who are deceased. 
She also has 10 great-grandchil-
dren. 
.. Shan,ks was born in Union Town-
ship in Lucas County Dec. 6, 1907, 
the daughter of Alva and Grace 
McFarland. Her father was a life-
long farmer who farmed crops and 
raised cattle and sheep along with 
some hogs. When she was three, 
Shanks' family moved to Pleasant 
Township and she had an experi-
ence then she remembers vividly 
to this day. . 
She recalled that as they were 
moving, her mother was driving 11 
horse drawn sleigh. Verle said the 
wind was blowing and as they came 
to a comer, a piece of paper blew 
in front of the horse which fright-
ened it. The horse ran away ~cared 
which upset the sleigh and as a 
Verle Shanks 
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result Shanks was thrown from the 
sleigh into a snowbank and gro-
ceries came flying out as well. 
"I was in a white blanket and in 
the snowbank for awhile but I. was 
all right. Finally the neighbors heard 
me and found me," she said. Shanks 
also . said that the neighbors caught 
their horse and picked up their gro-
ceries. 
Shanks lived in Pleasant Town-
ship from when she was three until 
she was 13 or 14. One of her fond-
est memories of childhood was 
watching the building up of the old 
miners' town of Olmitz, which was 
located about ·a mile east of their 
farm. A com field stands where 
Olmitz is now, but the house Shanks 
lived in at the time still stands on 
a hill. 
Olmitz was where Mine Number 
Three was located and it was also 
where the miners built their homes. 
Shanks recalled that the miners all 
built homes that were the same size 
and that there was also a compa-
ny store. "It was just like a little 
town," she said. 
Shanks' -family lived in a big 
house with three stories. The third 
story was called "Widow's Peak" 
and had glass all around it and was 
,where her mother stored papers. 
Shanks recalled that once when the 
·sun came out it started a fire in 
her house and the miners helped 
put it out. At the time the fire hap-
pened, Shanks was in high school 
and was living with her grandpar-
ents in Chariton. 
After the fire started, as the min-
ers were going home from work, 
they got buckets and took water out 
of a well that was at the foot .of 
the hill the Shanks' home was on. 
"They passed water and put the fire 
out before . it got • away from us. 
After that ,my dad said he always 
had a soft spot in his heart for the 
miners," she said. 
· While she was growing up, 
Shanks attended a one-room· school 
.h.o~se-iit'PJeasant Township through 
· eighth grade. For • a few years, her 
family had a boarder named Homer 
Kennedy who helped Verle's father 
an his . farm and made his home 
with them.. Shanks recalled that 
Kennedy came from a family of 
seven boys and that he took her to 
school each day. For 13 years, 
Shanks had been an only child and 
she enjoyed the time Homer spent 
with the family . 
"He was almost like a brother to 
her the few years he was there," 
·carol said. 
After she completed eighth grade, 
Shanks moved to Chariton and lived 
with her grandparents. Her grand-
parents lived where Lakeview Coun-
try Club is now. Slianks explained 
that she went to _iive with 'her grand-
parents so she could continue her 
education and go to. high school in 
Chariton. 
Shanks began high school when 
she was 13 and graduated from 
CHS in 1925. Following high 
school, she taught school for eight 
years at several one-room school-
houses in Lucas County. She taught 
at Amity, a one-room schoolhouse 
near Derby for four years and Hazel-
da,le for three y~ars. She also taught 
at Harmony for one year. 
After her children were grown, 
Verle worked for Montgomery 
Ward in Chariton for 15 years as 
a sales clerk. Puring her time there 
she sold both· paint and housewares. 
Verle met her husband, Wayne 
Shanks, and they were married in 
1934. For the first 10 years they 
were married, they lived in Nebras-
ka and all three of their children 
were born there. Wayne had liked 
cars all his life and while they lived 
in Nebraska he worked as a mechan-
ic in a garage. The first year he 
and Verle were married, he ser-
viced highway patrol cars in Nebras-
ka. 
In 1944, Wayne and Verle moved 
back to Iowa. .Y erle explained th~t 
while her father was on his fai:in 
he broke his leg while riding a 
horse and at the time, his crop was 
just partly in. Wayne and Verle 
came back to help her father and 
Wayne put the crop in for him. 
"My. husband liked the farm so well 
that he didn't want to go back to 
the garage," Verle said.-
Wayne farmed four miles north-
. Continued from Page J 
east of Chariton for 32 .years until 
he died of cancer in 1975, at age 
67. Verle explained that she had 
always wanted to travel and afte, 
Wayne died, she bought a place to 
live in Chariton. In the late 1970s, 
she went on a five-week trip to 
England, Scotland and Wales with 
her friends, Helen Willits and Bertha 
Tighe, both of whom are deceased. 
In England, they visited the town 
of Plymouth, where the Pilgrims 
had lived. Shanks remembered 
going down a pebble-like street 
there and she also remembered see-
ing the English and American flags 
on display and the steps down which 
the pilgrims walked to the Mayflow-
er. 
Later on, Shanks traveled with 
Mildred and Clair Bates, -of Albfa, 
with a tour group called the Gold-
en T, which stood for traveler. She 
traveled with this group to Europe 
during the summers. During the mid 
1980s, Shanks belonged to a group 
called Friendship Force which was 
like an exchange group . that trav-
eled abroad. She traveled to Ireland 
with this group and one of ·the 
women she stayed with . there came 
to visit her later on in the U.S. 
Shanks mentioned some of the 
other countries she's traveled to in 
Europe including Switzerland, Bel-
gium, France, Austria, Germany, 
Italy, Luxembourg and Holland. 
"Those countries were interesting. 
They all liked American dollars. 
But from one country to another, 
money was different and in each 
country you · had to leaqi about · 
money all over again,'? she said. 
Shanks said Italy and Switzerland 
were very pretty and in Switzer-
land the view was very good. In 
Holland, she recalled Amsterdam 
being a nice place to visit. "The 
Dutch people were so friendly,'' she 
said. 
Shanks h;ts also been to all but 
about three states in the U.S. "I've 
never been sorry that I've spent 
money and traveled. My friends are 
mostly gone now, but I still have 
a lot of memories," she said. 
